LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER      503
From General Ord to General Grant1
PBIVATE.   Hdqrs., Department of Va. and N. C.t Army of the James,
in the field, VA., January 19,1865
GENERAL: I propose, after thinking the matter over about the huge illicit trade reported, to order a military commission,2 with power to call for papers and persons; have them, after investigating thoroughly, try and sentence parties they may deem guilty. General Gordon, shrewd and fond of such hunting, and Colonel Potter, of the Twelfth New Hampshire, and Major Bead, assistant adjutant-general, late of Brooks' staff, I propose as members. I think this report of $100,000 a day food, &c., sent to rebels is a sword with two edges, and if not guarded against may be used by politicians. Butler is not the only one aimed at by it. Hence I propose taking the bull by the horns. If we can fasten the matter upon either Treasury or Benjamin F.'s agents, clap them in the guard house, [and] the politicians will find they have started the wrong rabbit, with a bushy tail; and as soon as some Treasury scamp is in the guard house or prison they will have to let him out. I write to you in regard to this matter rather than telegraph,
1 Official Records, Series I, Vol. 46, Part 1, Page 181
1 References to the conduct of this military commission suggested to General Grant by General Ord, will be found in the letters of the following dates.
W. P. Webster to General Butler                               Feb. 1, 1865
W. P. Webster to General Butler                               Feb. 8, 1865
W. P. Webster to General Butler                               Feb. 15, 1865
W P. Webster to General Butler                               Feb. 23, 1865
John Clark to General Butler                                     Feb. 26, 1865
W. P. Webster to General Butler                               Feb. 26, 1865
W. P. Webster to Mrs. Read                                    March 4, 1865
W. P. Webster to General Butler                               March 6, 1865
General Butler to W. P. Webster                               March 20, 1865
W P. Webster to General Butler                               March 8, 1865
W. P Webster to General Butler                               March 23, 1865
Geo. W. Lane to General Butler                                March 25, 1865
Geo. W. Lane Petition                                              Jan. 18, 1866
Mrs. Butler to F A. EGldreth                                    March 26, 1865
General Butler to General Gordon                             April 2, 1865
General Butler to Mr. Rockwell                                 April 5, 1865
General Gordon to General Butler                              April 5, 1865
General Gordon to General Butler                              April 8, 1865 Charles Whitlock, Ezra Baker and W. H. Turner
to President Lincoln                                              March 31, 1865
President Lincoln to General Gordon                         April 11, 1865
General Birney to General Butler                               April 19, 1865
General Birney to General Butler                               April 28, 1865
W. P. Webster to General Butler                               June 22, 1866
John Clark to General Butler                                     July 9, 1865